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New Revised Bible Translation 


Begun by Society, Wolf Reports 


N ITS MOST IMPORTANT PROJ- 
ECT in almost 40 years, the Jew- 
ish Publication Society has begun 
work on a complete revision of its 
English translation of The Holy 
Scriptures, it was announced by Ed- 
win Wolf, 2nd, in his Presidential 
address at the 67th Annual Meeting 
f the Society in Philadelphia, May 1. 
The JPS translation, which will be 
revised to incorporate recent findings 
in biblical scholarship and present the 
Scriptures in an English text more 
consonant with present usage, was 
originally completed in 1917 and 
serves today as the approved version 
for English-speaking Jews throughout 
the world, Mr. Wolf stated. 
Declaring that the JPS had under- 
taken the new revision “with pride in 
the inauguration of a creative and 
imaginative project and with deep hu- 
mility before the importance and dif- 
ficulty of the task,” the JPS President 
announced that the new JPS trans- 
lation “will be based on the Hebrew 
f the traditional, preserved Masoretic 
©: and will be in every respect a 
ewish interpretation.” 


Orlinsky is Editor-in-Chief 

Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky, Professor 
of Bible at the Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion in New 
York, who is recognized by Jewish 


scholars of all shades of opinion as 
an outstanding biblical scholar, has 
been chosen as editor-in-chief of the 
project, Mr. Wolf announced. He will 
be assisted by an editorial advisory 
committee consisting of Dr. Max Arzt, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary; Dr. Bernard J. 
Bamberger, Rabbi and author of a 
number of highly scholarly works; 
Rabbi Harry Freedman, one of the 
editors and translators of the Soncino 
Talmud, and Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser, 
Professor of Hebrew and Semitic Lan- 
guages and Literature at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, together with 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, chairman 
of the JPS Publication Committee, 
and JPS Editor Dr. Solomon Grayzel. 


Enunciates Principles 


The principles which Dr. Orlinsky 
and his committee will follow in com- 
piling the new revision will be the 
same as those asserted for the 1917 
JPS Bible, “to combine the spirit of 
Jewish tradition with the results of 
biblical scholarship, ancient, medieval 
and modern . . . to give the Jewish 
world a translation of the Scriptures 
done by men imbued with Jewish con- 
sciousness,” Mr. Wolf said. “No single 
project inaugurated by the American 
Jewish community in recent years is 

(Continued on page 3) 
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. Levinthal Stresses JPS Role 


As Major Factor in Education 


The increasingly important role of 
the Jewish Publication Society as a 
community instrument for informal 
education was stressed by Judge Louis 
E. Levinthal, chairman of the Publi- 
cation Committee, in his report to the 
67th Annual Meeting of the Society, 
May 1. 

Declaring that the Jewish school, 
because of its limitations of time and 
the age of its pupils, “can offer no 
more than a glimpse into the Jewish 
cultural heritage,” that adult classes 
connected with various institutions 
appeal to an exceedingly small number 
and that “synagogues of necessity, 
and properly, limit themselves to the 
religious aspects of life,”” Judge Levin- 
thal asserted that “the transmission 





Dr. Bela Horovitz 


Dr. Bela Horovitz, who died recent- 
ly while on a business trip to the 
U.S., was an extraordinary person. As 
a young man of 25 he established the 
Phaidon Press in Vienna as publisher 
of popular art books. In 1938, with 
the invasion of Austria by the Nazis, 
he transferred his business to England. 
He was an ingenious and enthusiastic 
art publisher. His talents in the field 
were recognized when he was entrusted 
with the publication of the Catalogue 
of Drawings in the Collection of Her 
Majesty the Queen in the Royal Li- 
brary at Windsor Castle. 

He was a loyal and observant Jew 
with a profound awareness of Jewish 
spiritual and cultural needs. In 1944 
he founded the East and West Library, 
which is devoted entirely to Jewish 
works. The Library has _ published 
about a dozen volumes, all of high 
cultural and literary value. In several 
of these it and the JPS were partners. 

His untimely death is a great loss. 





of the vast Jewish heritage in cultural 
terms must be assumed by organiza- 
tions like ours.’”’ He pointed out that 
“the realization of our hope for a 
spiritually strong Jewish community 
in the United States requires careful 
planning,” and voiced a plea for de- 
voted efforts to spread the influence 
and increase the effectiveness of the 
Society. 

Judge Levinthal noted that among 
the manuscripts submitted to his com- 
mittee, most of those which are even- 
tually approved for publication are 
works suggested by the Society or 
discussed carefully with the authors, 
and fewer unsolicited manuscripts are 
likely to be accepted for publication. 
Attributing this trend to the Society’s 
increasing recognition of its place in 
Jewish life, he deplored the absence of 
funds for subvention of works on ap- 
propriate and needed topics. 

Judge Levinthal also noted the de- 
creasing importance of fiction in the 
American literary scene, and said that 
this trend may be reflective of a divi- 
sion in American society “between 
those whose cultural hungers are sat- 
isfied by the television screen and 
those who remain unsatisfied by mere 
fiction.” Declaring that such a division 
has existed in Jewish life for some 
time, he cited the prevalent ignorance 
of Jewish fundamentals and the grow- 
ing need for the program to which the 
Society is dedicated: information pub- 


lished in easily comprehensible form@ 
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Bible Revision Begun 
(Continued from page 1) 


more important or more worthy of 
wholehearted support.” 

Estimating that six or seven years 
will be needed to complete the new 
revised version, the President an- 
nounced that two other projects in the 
field of Bible publication are now in 
progress: a complete resetting of the 
present JPS English text in clear, 
handsome and modern format, and the 
printing of a Hebrew-English Bible, 
with the English and the Masoretic 
Hebrew text in parallel columns. The 


ere Bible, for which a 


eed has long been expressed by teach- 

ers and rabbis throughout the country, 
will be ready for distribution in the 
early summer of this year, Mr. Wolf 
announced, while the newly-designed 
English version of the current text 
will be available in the Fall. 


Society Re-Elects Officers 
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OFFICERS RE-ELECTED at the annual 
meeting of the JPS, held in Philadelphia 
May 1, include (seased, left to right), 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Chairman, Pub- 
lication Committee; Edwin Wolf, 2nd, 
President; Jack Solis-Cohen, Jr., Honor- 
ary President; (standing, left to right), 
Lesser Zussman, Executive Secretary; Sol 
Satinsky, 2nd Vice-President; Dr. Solo- 
mon Grayzel, Editor, and Dr. Jacob R. 
Marcus, 3rd Vice-President. Not present 
when photograph was taken were Chief 
Justice Horace Stern, Ist Vice-President, 
and Myer Feinstein, Treasurer. Honorary 
Vice-Presidents re-elected at the May 1 
meeting include: Samuel Bronfman, 
Montreal; Lee M. Friedman, Boston; 
James Marshall, New York; Samuel I. 
Rosenman, New York; Philip Slomovitz, 
Detroit; Michael A. Stavitsky, Newark; 
Lewis L. Strauss, New York. Three new 
trustees were named and five re-elected, 
all for three-year terms. The new trustees 
are Maxwell Abbell of Chicago, Cyrus 
Levinthal of Los Angeles and Aaron 
Riche, also of Los Angeles; the re-elected 
trustees are Bernard L. Frankel, Howard 
S. Levy and Sidney Neumann, all of Phi- 
ladelphia, and Frank J. Rubenstein of 
Baltimore. 
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MONG THE MOST STIRRING of 
social phenomena are the wide 
waves of cultural enthusiasm which 
every now and then sweep across a 
nation or a civilization. It is astound- 
ing how an entire nation can suddenly 
take to a branch of study and pursue 
it as if it were a tense athletic contest. 
One such example occurred a century 
ago, when the theories of Darwin and 
the discoveries in geology and in chem- 
istry fired the imagination of the 
masses of English people. Hundreds 
of small groups were established: 
Mechanics’ Institutes in which work- 
men met a number of evenings a week 
for serious study of science. That en- 
thusiasm left a deep impress upon 
English life. 

Similarly, a few centuries before 
the Renaissance, the technical study 
of philosophy suddenly became a mass 
enthusiasm. Thousands of disciples ac- 
tually walked the roads of Europe 
following their teachers in order to 
be present at their philosophic de- 
bates. Whatever its cause, this mass 
enthusiasm left an impression upon 
Christianity. 


Vast Social Excitement 


There was such a mass cultural 
enthusiasm among the Jews, but it 
was different from those which had 
stirred up the world in the past. If 
one searched for a subject “least likely 
to succeed” in becoming a mass en- 
thusiasm, one could very well pick the 
study of the law. The law is for spe- 
cialists, for lawyers. Yet, among the 
Jews, the subject of law, with all its 
detailed complications, became a vast 
social excitement. The Jews present 
the only example of widespread non- 
professional study in the field of law. 
There were, to be sure, good reasons 
for this unique phenomenon, reasons 
inherent in the life, history and re- 
ligion of the Jews. Ordinarily, how- 
ever, these reasons might have infiu- 
enced the upper intellectual class. The 


The Res 


Jewish Devotion to s a 


The Study of the Law 


By Solomon B. Freehof 


Excerpts from an address by Dr. Freehof 
at the 67th Annual Meeting of the JPS. 
Dr. Freehof’s The Responsa Literature 
was published by the Society this year. 


extraordinary fact is that an entire 
widely-scattered people — lowly and 
well-born, rich and poor — can be de- 
scribed, on the basis of their intellec- 
tual interests, as the world’s only 
nation of lawyers. 

The Jewish devotion to the study of 
the law lasted at least 1,500 years. One 
might say it began before the destruc 
tion of the Temple, with the world’s 
first adult education. The custom arose 
in the synagogue, as is well known, 
to read the Torah and to expound it. 
Whenever the portion of the week was 
a legalistic one, the expounding of it 
became a legal analysis. The Jewish 
people was weaned on the study of the 
law. To judge by the vast output of 
material, the study became widespread 
and continuous up to the dawn of the 
modern era. 

So pervasive an enthusiasm must 
have a deep effect. It would certainly 
be a fruitful approach to the under- 
standing of Jewish history if we would 
concentrate for a while on the pro- 
found effect upon Jewish character 
and Jewish social organization of thj 
greatest single influence in their lif 

While, of course, not every Jew was 
an expert in the law, nevertheless the 
knowledge of the law was widespread 
to a remarkable degree. The very fact 
that it was possible to revive commu- 
nity-wide study of the Talmud in 
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Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 


country after country and in century 
after century indicates that consider- 
able knowledge of the law had perme- 
ated far and deep in Jewish life and 
was always present. 

“How I love Thy law, O God,” was 
first spoken by the psalmist, but it 
became the ruling motif of a large 
percentage of the Jewish people. This 
fact certainly gave them an inner dig- 
nity, a sense of status different from 
that of a vast illiterate populace, a 
reason for continuing to live, an inner 

itality. 

This widespread study of the law 
also laid the psychological foundation 
for the establishment and maintenance 
of the organized Jewish communities 
all over the world. It needed some spe- 
cial power for the scattered fragments 
of Jewish humanity, frequently ex- 





pelled more than once in a single 
generation, to build self-governing 
communities, see them wrecked, and 
then rebuild them amid the ruins. 
They found the strength to do so be- 
cause they felt that they were gov- 
erned by a divine law, a law which 
was not too mysterious for the average 
man and which they understood and 
studied. The law, because of the very 
ingenious way in which it was studied, 
was a flexible instrument for adapta- 
tion to varying environments. No com- 
munal boss or group could long main- 
tain a tyranny over a community of 
lawyers or half-lawyers. 


An International Phenomenon 


Furthermore, these little commu- 
nities reached a sense of world-wide 
unity and intercommunication. When 
Asher ben Jehiel left the Rhineland 
in the thirteenth century and moved 
to Spain, he found disciples among 
Spanish Jews and continued to teach. 
His son wrote a great legal code which 
combined the findings of French-Ger- 
man and Spanish Jewry. Why not? 
They all studied the same material, 
in the same language, and substanti- 
ally in the same way. Even to this day 
an American scholar interested in the 
old literature picks up a book of legal 
responsa printed in Bagdad, dealing 
with legal opinions coming from Sing- 
apore and Shanghai, and is at home 
in this Oriental book because it is part 
of the same legal system and uses the 
same vocabulary and the same method 
of argumentation. The widespread 
study of the law among the Jews 
demonstrated to the world for the first 
time what the world has yet to learn: 
that scattered peoples can be one in 
the heart and mind without army and 
without navy, that what unites the 
world is not might or power but the 
human spirit. 

All this is aside from the basic 
question of the actual authority of the 

(Continued on next page) 
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Worth Your While 








(This column is published by the Boox- 
MARK as a service to our readers, to call 
their attention to matter not published by 
the Society but deserving special attention. 
The JPS does not distribute these books, 
but they are available at your bookseller’s.) 


Louis Falstein’s name may be fa- 
miliar to some of our readers because 
of the excellent war novel he wrote a 
few years ago called THE FACE OF A 
HERO. More recently he published a 
novel entitled SOLE SuRVIVvoR. It is a 
gripping story, primarily of Jewish 
experience in our day. It was pub- 
lished as a soft-cover book, by the 
Dell Publishing Co., and sells for only 
25 cents. 

We want to cali your attention to 
an unusual discussion of one of the 
brief but most difficult books of the 
Bible. The Song of Songs (Shir ha- 
Shirim) (or the Song of Solomon, or 
Canticles — whichever name you pre- 
fer) consists of beautiful love poetry. 
It has been subjected to innumerable 
interpretations, the traditional Jewish 
one being that it represents the ex- 
pressions of mutual devotion between 
God and the People of Israel. Dr. 
Robert Gordis offers a new translation 
and interpretation. Whoever recalls 
Dr. Gordis’ treatment of the Book of 
Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) a few years 
ago, will look forward to this volume 
as well. It has been justifiably hailed 
by scholars, men of letters and intel- 
ligent readers in general. It was pub- 
lished by The Jewish Theological Sem- 
inary and sells for $2.50. 


Although this note will appear after 
Mother’s Day has come and gone, it 
may be well for our readers to jot 
down the title of a volume which 
recently appeared: HER CHILDREN 
CALL HER BLESSED—A Portrait of the 
Jewish Mother, prepared by Franz 
Kobler. (The Stephen Daye Press, 392 


The Responsa 


(Continued from previous page) 


law. What control can this ancient 


legal system exercise or be en @) 


to exercise in our modern life? This 
is a subject of disagreement between 
various branches of Jewry; it is, in- 
deed, still an evolving question. But 
for all of us the history of the study 
of the law must be of vital moment, 
for there is no doubt that it consti- 
tutes one ‘of the great intellectual 
phenomena in the history of culture. 


The Jewish Publication Society has 
pioneered in popular Jewish literature 
in history, fiction, and theology. It is 
now providing popular writing in the 
field of Jewish legal literature. This 
is justified by history, for Jewish legal 
study owes its greatness not exclu- 
sively to the great minds but to the 
many minds who shared in it. Its 
uniqueness is that it became a mas@® 
enthusiasm that has lasted for cen 
turies. As the knowledge of the con- 
tent and the nature of this greatly 
loved literature becomes increasingly 
available there will develop a strength- ¥ 
ening bond between yesterday and 
today and between the older Jewish 


tradition and modern Jewish hopes. & 





pages, $5.00). It is a very interesting 
anthology of short and long pieces 
culled from all of Jewish literature, 
dealing with the Jewish woman, espe- 
cially in her role as mother. 


Music lovers and all those interested 
in the Jewish musical heritage will 
welcome the ANTHOLOGY OF JEWISH 
MUSIC, which was compiled by Chem f 
Vinaver, a noted Jewish musicologis 
(Edward B. Marks Music Corpora- 
tion, 300 pages, $10.00). Both instruc- 
tive and entertaining, it is valuable 
as a collection of cantorial and folk 
music, mainly from Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe. 
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Further discussion on: 


Jewish Bibles in Hotel Rooms 


) Our readers will recall that in the that every room in a Jewish hotel have 
last issue of the JPS Bookmark we a copy of the Bible in an English 
had a modest item on the desirability translation based upon the Jewish 








tradition. 
We are delighted to report that the 
Dr. Julius H. Greenstone subject has struck a responsive chord. 
ae or eee Individuals, Christians among them, 
mild-mannered, studious, charm- | have offered their enthusiastic sup- 


ing gentleman, always with a pleasant 


smile and full of quiet wisdom, Dr. port. Some Anglo-Jewish newspapers 


Greenstone represented the typical have discussed the matter editorially. 
Jewish scholar. He had studied in a There was at least one radio program 
European yeshiva and upon coming in which the topic was taken up. Most 
to the United States in the early 1890's encouraging of all, a national Jewish 
became a_ student religious organization has written to 
at The Jewish The- | say that it will take the matter up and 
ological Seminary, perhaps include it in its objectives. 
_ New York. His One of our correspondents voiced the 
ee bes opinion that not only is a Bible desir- 

“id alan able in hotel rooms, but a prayer book 


tained his Doctor- f 
os Philosophy —possibly the prayers attached to the 





m the Semities De- Bible. This gentleman apparently does 
partment of the not quite realize the problems that this 
University of Penn- would involve. Nevertheless, the sug- 


« | sylvania and then joined the Faculty gestion is indicative of the wide field 
of Gratz College, of which he was the of activity which is here possible. 
Principal from 1935 to his retirement If the above-mentioned religious or- 








4i™ 1945. ganization fails to act on the matter, 
“a a remained essentially we shall have to turn to a different 
on Judaism, which for many sear, | method for developing this project. If 
were used as texts in Jewish religious it does accept it, it will have the whole- 
schools. He also wrote a number of hearted support and cooperation of 
books published by the JPS. The the JPS. Our interest is solely in 
Messiah Idea in Jewish History, 1906, | ™aking the Bible as widely available 
was actually the first book published as possible. 
in the United States, in English, on 
the ideological and religious back- 
ground of Zionism. In 1939, the JPS 
published his Commentary on_ the Have You 
) ook of Numbers, and in 1950, Com- 
/ entary on the Book of Proverbs. - 
He was always deeply interested in Paid Your 


the Jewish Publication Society and its 
work. Frequently he read manuscripts 
for it and urged his numerous friends 1955 Dues ? 
and admirers to maintain their affilia- 
tion with it. 

















the JPS bookmark 





MEMOIRS OF 
MY PEOPLE 


LEO W, SCHWARZ 


LITTLE NEW 





JEWISH 
Pioneers 


Sadie Rose Weilerstein 





Five Popular JPS Volumes Reprinted 


Five JPS titles, including three juveniles, 
which have demonstrated continuing pop- 
ularity over a number of years, have 
been reprinted and are now available as 
membership selections or on individual 
order. Memoirs of My People is Leo W. 
Schwartz’s anthology of autobiographical 
excerpts from the writings of Jews during 
the past 1,000 years, throughout the 
world. Picturesque chapters in the history 
of American Jewry over the course of 
three centuries are presented in Lee M. 


Friedman’s Jewish Pioneers and Patriot 
The three illustrated juveniles, for chi 
dren in the 6-to-8 age group, include two 
collections of short stories by Sadie Rose 
Weilerstein: Little New Angel, dealing 
with Jewish customs and ceremonies and 
What the Moon Brought, containing 
stories about every important day in the 
Jewish calendar. The Aleph-Bet Story 
Book by Deborah Pessin, is an adven- 
ture story about each letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet. 
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